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Tremendous Outpour-

ing

¬

of Citizens

I GREAT MASS MEETING

I J The Protest and Declaration
of Grievances

I
RINGING SPEECHES OF THE DAY-

A Committee Appointed to Pro
ceed to Washington with

the Protest

Long before the hour announced for

yesterdays mass meeting the body of

the Tabernacle was nearly filled with
c

citizens and up to and after 1 oclock1
j additions to the vast concourse entered

i J until every seat was filled After an air

I by the band Mr Wm Jennings asked

the attention ot the assemblage and

t jJI nominated Hon John T Caine to be

1 Jl chairman of the meeting he was elected

it1 unanimously
I 5ij j Mr Caine thanked the people for their

i good feeling and asked for the nomina-
tion

¬

f I of a secretaryI 0 F Whitney nominated H M

Wells to be secretary j unanimously sus
k 1

j tained
i i MB WELLS then read the call which

l J i has been published in the city fora week
f I past

t MB JAMES SHARP nominated W Jen-

nings
¬

H I T G Webber Elias A Smith C

fil i D Brinton Miss M A Cook and Dr
Romania B Pratt as vicepresidents

I and they were sustained
j Assistant secretaries were next put in

i if nomination and Wm M Stewart of
H Draper and Mrs Cornelia H Clayton

h jfl of Salt Lake City were unanimously
I i cbosen

r The Tabernacle Choir of which there
j 3

was a full attendance sang Oh say
H what is truth 1 in a spirited and effec-

tive
¬

Tv manner
t d Apostle Heber J Grant offered up

prayer
J It was suggested here that the gallery
t doors be opened to allow a number who
LJ I were standing to be seated The doors

were accordingly thrown open when
c several hundred flocked up stairs until

l more than twothirds of the seats there
11 i

were occupied the band playing in ¬

spiring airs while the seating was
f going on

1 The chairman non John TCaine
1 I j

spoke as follows j

if i t Mr Caines Speech
Fellow Citizens We have assembled

j 1 I this afternoon to consider matters
t which pertain to our welfare not only

f as members of a church but as citizens
I of the United Statesmen and women

who enjoy the right guaranteed by the
I IJi I Constitution of our country to peaceably

t assemble and petition for redress
grievances

t I The oistory of the Latterday Saintsij is a history of persecution brought on
by prejudice religious bigotry The

f I the church tad hardly been organized
fl when opposition began to manifest itself

first in a mildform but as thechurch
f1

I
grew innumberd it gradually increased
iffforcO and in aggressiveness andthe

tI people professing this unpopular re¬

t I ligion were frequently assaulted and
lM driven from their homes by mob vio

j lenpe The otracism of individuals IJ because ot their religion in New York
was followed by the mobbing families

I i in Ohio
I When the church as a body settled in

Missouri and its members had opened
j t farms built houses planted or¬

i chards and established that en ¬

lJ gine of civilization the printing
l press mob violence followed and

wreaked its full vengeance upon them
f After suffering untold hardships in en-

deavoring
¬

V t to protect their homes they
tl were driven from the State at the sacri ¬

I i fice of many precious lives and the loss
of their property including the lands

L i purchased from the government
t I Our people then settled in Illinois

f i where for a time they were prosperous
and happy But the demon persecu-
tion

¬

f i was not dead Priestly intolerance
i and political jealousy were again
i arouse a ld the Saints were annoyed

J1
3 and harrassedin numberless ways Our

i j t leaders the Prophet and Patriarch
1 f while under the protection of the

pledged faith of the State were cruelly
massacred But the blood of the mar¬

fJ tyrs proved to be the seed of the
church for notwithstanding the
troubles iu and around Nauvoo Mor

ff J monism socalled grew and flourished
j f and thousands of people flocked to its

tt standard both in Europe and America
J The persecution in Nauvoo continuedij

i and finally resulted in the people beingf I compelled toahand9n their homes sacri-
fice

¬ I

i the fruits of their labor leave the bs
j loved Temple which they had reared at t

3 f so much cost and turn their backs up
1 t ou a uiuie HIHUU iiu longer auurueu
I them protection The sick the infirm

and a mere remnant of the strong to
I care for the weak and helpless remained
I behind under guarantees of protection
I f f to life and property Punic faith was

i their reward and they were driven out
I i t at the mouth the musket or the point
t f
I t r of the bayonet

It is hard to believe that such out¬
1 rages could be enacted in a land dedi-

cated
¬

I to liberty A land that was to
u I afford an asylum the oppressed of all

nations under a government whose
< flag was supposed to protect every man

4 in the right to worship God according
j

Z to the dictates of his own conscience
h Yet the people who had suffered these

wrongs this treachery these crimes
d f against humanity and were yet to suf-

fer
¬

more never wavered in their alle ¬

giance to the United States They be-
lieved

¬

that under the protect ¬

I ing regis of the Constitution the
4 largest liberty conistentwith the rights

of others was assured them With this
I

L faith they setout to find a new abiding
placefar removed from their fellow men
who through ignorance uncharitable
ness envy sud gresl had despitefully

used them They m ant to place the
vast plaiiIS the unk own mountaills
and dreary trackless wastes between
themselves and a civilization which to
to them had proved barbarism Across
the rolling prairies of Iowa through
feverladen morass over spring swollen
streams they reached with incredible
toil Council Bluffs Thegraves of those
who fell a prey to disease wouldif
equally distributed have more than
marked every mile of the way

While waiting on the banks of the
Missouri the demand for the Mormon
Battalion was made A body of hardy
disciplined men to secure California was
needed Far the greater part of the
ablebodied young unmarried msn
were either needed in the van aS
pioneers or had remained behind
widely scattered working for wages
wherewith to forward supplies for
the sick the needy and the destitute
But the response was 520 men nine
tenths of whom were the only support-
of families They made the long march
They arrived in time to help save Cali¬

fornia which had barely ecaped British
occupation What greater evidence
could the Mormons give of their patriot-
ism

¬

and loyalty to the government of
the United States

Time will not permit me to follow the
journeying of our people across the
plains to recite the hardships they eu
dured nor recount the many acts of
heroism disolayed during that weary
narch Suffice it to say that nearly
thirtyeight years ago a little band of
American citizens the pioneers of a
homeless people began the work of re
claiming the desert valley of the Great
Salt Lake One of their first acts after
returning thanks to Almighty God who
had preserved them from the perils of
famine disease and savage foes was to
scale Ensign Peak and unfurl to the
breeze the American flag They were
then on the soil of Mexico with whom
the United States were at war
They thus virtually took posses-
sion

¬

of this country in the name
of the United States This was no
ordinary manifestation of patriotism
jo preserve tne peace to prevent blood-
shed

¬

to secure an asylum where they
and their posterity might enjoy
domestic tranquillity the blessings of
liberty the free exercise of religion the
freedom of speech and of the press
and the inherent right of community
government they had voluntarily left
he land of their birth At the end of
their perilous journey finding them ¬

selves in the territory of a foreign
power they raised the flag under which
they were born and dedicated their
new found home tliberty and repub
lican government

Notwithstanding the forbidding sur¬

roundings the young colony grew and
prospered The Mormon pioneers-
were an agricultural and pastoral peo-
ple

¬

They believed that tne sure and
permanent foundation communitys
wealtand greatness was in tilling the

They stood firm to their faith
through all the mad excitement of 1849
and succeeding years while the gold
fever raged They cultivated friendly
relations with their Indian neighbors
dealt fairly and honestly with
them as they have always
done with the rest of mankind
Common trials dangers tribulations-
and sufferings had taught them selfre
liance and constancy An abiding
faith in God was the wellspring of their
wonderful success This and commu ¬

nity cooperation were and still are the
secrets of the unexampled growth the
Mormon people I venture nothing in
asserting that no other people would
have dared tundertake the removal-
of a large colony more than thirteen
huudreu miles across trackless plains
bearing with them the implements of
industry means of subsistence herds-
of cattle flocks of sheep droves of
horses seed grain and all the essentials
of domestic economy The best

equipped and most thoroughly disci
mned army could scarcely nave accom

pushed the Journey Any other people
would have been disheartened when
their eyes first ested upon the valley
of the Great Sal Lake It was not an
inviting land promise with all its

natural beauty grand snowcapped
mountains and lakestudded plams-
as they viewed them from the mouth of
Emigration canyon An oppressive

esotation brooded over a sagebrush
plain which makes even the hope
lul heart of the enthusiast sink and
the eye of faith grow dim
Contemn our faith scoff at our credul-
ity despise our creed but look at what-
we have accomplished and see what we-

re Annlause
In 1850 the census showed 11380 souls-

in the Territory of Utah A far differ
exit sight now met the eyes of the emi-
grants weary footsore emaciated with
hunger and suffering as they gazed
from the mouth of Emigration Canyon
on the prospect before them Fields of
waving grain bright silvery streams of
water growing fruit trees houses and
the signs of human life A city of more
than 5000 souls with broad streets
green grasscovered plats neat homes
embowered in bright flowerssurrounded
by welltilled gardens had sprung up as
if by magic where three years before
only desolation reigned

In 1849 a form of civil government-
was demanded The people were of one
religious faith Their church organiza
thin acknowledged to be the most per-
fect in existence was complete Here
was an excellent opportunity to
establish an ecclesiastical govern-
ment

¬

Not a government of
Church and State of which carpers
prate so much but a government of the
Church without the State For there
was no State Was such a government
organized It was not On the con-
trary a convention was called to which

nJ f L Ldc Abca tT Ati ijviui4u nuu nucii
they met adopted a constitution mo-
deled aLter the constitutions of other
states It was republican not only in-

form but in essence We designated it
a provisional government and resolved
that it supply oar wants until
the Congress ofthe UnitedStatesshoul-
dotherwi provide Remember that

of government had at this
time been provided for any portion of
the vast Territory acquired from Mex¬

ico by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
two years previous All civil organiza ¬

tions originating from the Republic of
Mexico became abrogated by that
treaty We then declared that civil
government and laws are necessary for
the security peace and prosperity of
society We declared further
that it 13 a fundamental prin ¬

ciple in a republican govern ¬

ments all political power L
inherent in the people and a govern-
ment

¬

instituted for their protection
security and benefit should emanate
romthe same Does this sound like a

union of Church and State I think
not The only union of Church and

Starwhich has ever existed in Utah is
which exists among us as a

religious peoples a people the influence
of whose religion permeates everything
Our social life our temporal welfare no
less than our spiritual and eternal hap-
piness

¬

iDn a modified form the in ¬

fluence which the Pilgrim Fathers ex-
ercised in the settlement ofthe New
England States and froniwKbm we re-
ceive

¬

much of our civilization and the
fun arIe tIprinciples of our repub-
lican

¬

The exercise of this
religious influence is neither illegal nor
unconstitutional i

of the United States
promptly recognized justice of our
demands for a civil government and
the Organic Act of theTerritory of
Utah became a September
9 1850 and Brigham Young
the chief founder of Utah was

Governor Others of ourappointed appointed to Federal
offices and for a time we enjoyed in a
measure the sacred right of local self
government The people of Utah pros ¬

pered The work of reclaiming the
desert was an arduous undertaking
Irrigation necessitated engineering skill
and vast labor We were individual
and collectively without
than physical strength industry pa ¬

tience perseverance and a confident
reliance upon Him who had led us to
this promised land Our labors were
rewarded beyond our expectation

But evil days were soon to come
again Federal officials strangers to
our faith men having no interest in
common with our people were sent
amongst us One who disgraced the
the ermine he so unworthily wore in
the hope of warding ofT the disgrace his
misconduct merited spread in the east
false and unfounded stories of Mormon
disloyalty and Mormon wickedness-
The accusations were months in reach ¬

ing the ears of the accused The Federal
authorities acted hastily and improyi
dentl An any was sent to
chastise at unoffending people to subdue an imaginary insurrection
not necessary to dwell on the ofttold
tale The wrong meditated resulted to
our advantage Our vindication was
complete The army sent to lay waste

ou country and punish our people
proved a means of developing a pros-
perity

¬

which but for this adventitious
circumstance would have been delayed
many years For a while however the
impending calamity seemed inevitable-
A flight to the mountains was contem-
plated

¬

The preparations for another
hegira were made The fruits of years-
of labor were doomed The desolation
that reigned before we came was so far
as man could undo what man had done-
to be resumed But the same Provi ¬

dence that had watched over his chosen
people of old did not abandon as in this
ereat peril He raised ui friends antdeliverers even among our
Those evil days past our progress was
try wonderful and we had much to

for The tyranny of
smallsouled Federal officials sent here-
to rule over us did not hinder our
growth or checK our prosperity-

The opening of the mines brought
hosts of strangers into the Territory
These people were ignorant of our his-

tory
¬

they understood not our religion
nor did they comprehend our social sys ¬

tern As a rule they made no investgation but condemned uUnprincipled demagogues to accom-
plish

¬

their own selfish ends backed by
priests and Federal officials sought to
carry the new comer against the Mor-
mons

¬

The most outrageous misrepre-
sentations

¬

were heralded forth and published broadcast throughout the
try A popular sentiment was manu¬

factured against our people The
clergy toot up the hue and cry the re ¬

ligious element was appealed to and
hundreds of petitions signed bv thou ¬

sands of names were presented to Con ¬

gress praying for legislation to stamp
out polygamy to crush Mor-
monism Numerous bills drawn in
Salt Lake were forwarded Congress-
and their urged
being in the estimation lot their several
authors the only means that QuId save
the country from Mormon domination
After years of effort these agitators suc-
ceeded

¬

in having Congress pass legis¬

lation inimical to the people Utah
The bills passed were not what they
wanted They had hoped to get laws
that would give them the control of the
Territory its offices and its treasuries
When the Edmunds biwas passed it
was condemned by tbeantiMormon
ring in Utah It did not go far enough
It brought trouble upon the Mormons
but It did not help theclique ofhungry-
adventurers Jt gave theta neithe-
rofce nor appropriation Little or no

was made to enforce the criminal
provision of that law till after the
election of President Cleveland When-
it was thought that all hopes of the
passage of the legislative commission
scheme were lost an effort had to
be made to retain the present
Republican officeholders They must
render tnemselves indispensable to the
country They iave sought to create a
public sentiment in their favor which
would prevent the President from re ¬

moving them
How these arttiMormon laws have

been administered by the Federal
officials are matters of current history
Laws which on their face are general
applicable to all citizens alike have been-
so construed by commissioners and
courts as to render them applicable to
Mormons only It is against thisone ¬

sided administration of law that we pro-
test

¬

It is the wrongs which the people-
of this Territory have suffered and are
still suffering from the tyrannical con-
duct

¬

of Federal officials that we are
here to consider Let us proc ed to
their consideration with candor and
sobriety eyer remembering that we are
American citizens and free men not
slaves For myself I will saythat while-
I respect and reverence Constitution
and laws of my country while I am
devoted to republican institutions and
bow to the majesty of the law my
patriotism does not reque me
to cringe and bow the
bidding of every Federal ofcl in our
midst who chooses to set Geslers
cap We are here in the interest of
peace tdecreougrievances and ask
for that our petition-
will be listened to and our reasonable
request granted But if not we shall
have done our duty to ourselves and
our children Let uhand dowtp
them unsullied so far as in power
the glorious heritage of American
liberty

The speech was inerrupted with fre-
quent

¬

bursts of approval and at the
close the applause was loud and
longed pro

Columbia the Gem of the Ocean
by the band

ME O F WHITNET was introduced
and read the declaration ia clear dis ¬

tinct and effective style emphasizing
with force and impressiveness which-
was recognized by the multitude of
listeners by frequent outbursts of
hearty applause

Declaration aid rrotest
FELLOW CITIZENS-

A condition of affairs imperiling the
vital interests of the vast majority of
the people of Utah and ¬

ionists in the neighboring States and

Territories Impels us their re ¬

presentatives to address you Qur
rights as American citizens are tram ¬
pled upon and believing it our impera-
tive

¬
duty in the presence of such a

dangerhto protest against the gigantic
threatens not only ourliberties but the liberties of every

freeman we in general mass meeting
assembled in the name of freedom
justice and humanity make this appeal
for relief and protection

We are unpopular with our fellowcountrymen it is our religion which
makes us so we are a small minority
In their midst but we have yet tolearn that these are grounds upon
which to lustily in a land of liberty
the acts of oppression which we asa people from the begInning of ourhistory have been made to suffer

As to our religious faith it is basedupon evidence which to our minds iconclusive convictions not to be destroyed by legislative enactmentsorjudicial decisions Force may en-
slave the body but it cannot convince
the mind To yield at the demand of
the legislator or the judge the rights of
conscience would prove us recreantto everduty we owe to God and man

theprinciples of our religion
is that of immediate revelation from
God one of the doctrines so revealed
is celestial or plural marriage for
which ostensibly we are stigmatized
and This is a vital part of
our religion the decisions of courts to
the contrary notwithstanding Even
the Utah Commission concede this In
ther report to the Secretary of the In ¬
tenor November 1884 speaking of
plural eJ they say This article-
of their faith is as much an essential and
substantial part of their creed as their
belief in baptism repentance for theforglvenessofslns and the like
All orthodox Mormons believe poly
zany to be right and that it is an es-
sential

¬

part of their creed
That the Latterday Saints should

view this as a principle ot their re ¬
ligion may Poly¬
gamy as understood among occidental
natons1Is a system of sensuality and

for people among them to
conceive how it can be associated withpure religion But the Latterday
Saintbelieve that the marriage rela¬

one which when sol-
emnized

¬

here exists in properly
faithful woman in the Church believes
that in order to insure her exaltation
In the presence of pod and the Lamb
she should be married or sealed to an
upright faithful man Acting upon
this belief these alliances are formed
while on the earth upon the principle-
that the man is not without the wo ¬
man nor the woman without the man
in the Lord They firmly believe that
God has revealed this to them as a
command but while patriarchal mar¬
riage as it is termed is a of their
faith and practice they par

no idea
that it should become universal The
equality of the sexes if no other
reason would prevent this It is a
mistaken idea that our Church favors
the propagation of this doctrine or
seeks to establish it as a universal sys-
tem

¬
At the same time we fully believe

that women should be married even if
two or threeof them as in the family
of Abraham Jacob and others become-
the wives of one man Instead there ¬

fore of our system of marriage promot ¬

lug sensuality experience has proved
that it checks it and instead of being
destructive of the family relation it is
preservative of it

Plural marriage was publicly pro ¬

claimed a doctrine of in
1832 Congress declared it acrime in
1862 but the law enacted against it re-
named

¬

for seventeen years a dead
letter the Federal officials hesitating to
enforce it as if they doubted its con-
stitutionality

¬
The law of 1862 was not

declared constitutional until the 6th of
January 1879 Plural marriage there ¬

fore wasopenly taught and practised
tenyears before any law existed against
it and twentyseven years had elapsed
from the time of its first public pro-
mulgation

¬
until the Supreme Crfurt

decided the law to be constitutional
Thus it is apparent that plural mar-
riage

¬

was introduced in violation of
law but the law was enacted against
this principle of our religion

The charges treason and rebellion
made against our people are as ab-
surd

¬

as they are untrue We have
given too many proofs of our loyalty
for such accusations to have weightThrice driven from our
while fleeing from the confines of the
nation which refused us protection a
call was made upon us for five hundred
mento assist in fighting our countrys
battles Mexico They were prompt
ly furnished though it took the flower
ofl the cmpthe able bodied menof
that They left their
mothers wives and little ones en¬

camped m tents and wagons upon the
prairiesand performed unparalleled
march of two thousand miles over bar¬
ren plains and bleak mountains to the
scene of action where they rendered
signal service in their countrys cause
The main body of the exiles contin-
ued

¬
their western flight until they

reached the Rocky Mountains where
they unfurled the Stars and Stripes
which had led their desert march and
two years after framed a republican
constitution and applied for admission
as a State into the Union Are these
evidences of disloyalty

All through our history the general
government has seemed to regard us
less as loyal American citizens than as
a dangerous alien element It
have been induced at times to may
that we had some Justice on our side
but it has never come to our defeneTo a delegation which inbug wordthe storyof our wrongs

chief ofmalsttethe nation made the
fession that though our cause was just
he could do nothing for us The land
whose Constitution in the language
of itframer vahoped

under
to
its

be
mantle
road

the Jew the Mohammedan the Pagan
as well as the Christian has scarcely
been able to tolerate much less to
protect the numerically insignificant
1foronThe general government has ever
manifested a readiness to give ear to
the unsupported charges of evildis ¬
posed persons against us and has
sought to correct alleged evils with
extreme rigor We point particularly
to the inglorious crusade of 18578
known as the Mormon War based
upon the falsehoods of a Federal
official when the Executive dispatched-
an army to whip us into a
from which on investigation loyalt
proved we had never departed Our
rebellion was found to be what italways has been the mere creation of
an enemys fancy

The authorities at Washington have
disregarded our rights in the matter
of local selfgovernment
as 1849 the people of Utah Aeary
State constitution and applied for ad ¬
mission into the Union Their appli ¬

ct onWas repeated as conditions be¬
favorablefirstinlS5G againin 1862 then in 1872 and lastly lidi882and each time has been ignored

A Territorial government is not arepublican institution but for thirty

r
five years we have been compelled to
accept the colonial conditions which
it imposes and denied the most
precious of all rights that of self
government Only for the first ten
years of our existence in the moun

tins Were vouchsafed this pteclous
to any considerable degree

during which time a man of our choice
occupied the position of governor
We possess every qualification for
statehood population wealth stabil¬
ity of commerce and society No
reasonable excuse can be assigned for
the refusal of our application We
submit that it should of right be con ¬

sidered and favorably acted upon-
It has been the undeviating policy

to send strangers into our midst
as governors judges prosecuting at ¬
torneys and marshals men who with
honorable exceptions had no interest-
in the common welfare We com-
plain

¬

not only of the personal char-
acter of these officials and that they
have acted thepart of petty despots
among us trampling on our ¬

ties assuming prerogatives they never
could presume to exercise except
among so unpopular a people and
haughtily ignoring our rights and feel ¬
ings but also that where this dispo-
sition

¬

has not been sufficiently pro ¬

nounced popular clamor tending to
engender and develop it has been so
strong that fair minded just men
have enjoyed but short terms of office
while those who possessed the one
qualification of hatred of the Mor ¬

mon people were kept secure in seatwhich they almost daily disgraced-
We complain of repeated manifes-

tations
¬

of illfeeling from the parent
government Even in small coudrtowns Mormon
been displaced for strangers in some
instances mere transients who in
many cases have been retained in office
although serious charges supported-
by evidence sworto by reputable citi¬
zens have preferred against them
Mormons have been frequently re ¬

moved without just cause The names-
of postoffices In towns named for lead
mg and beloved citIzensmen who laid
the foundation of Territorys pro-
spertyhave

¬
been changed at the whim

of some smallsouled
bigot or insignificant minority of peti¬
tioners the Federal government in all
these movementusing its power preju ¬

great majority of the
people

Our numerous petitions protests
and memorials in our own defense
have been usually passed over un ¬

noticed while petitions urging govern ¬
mental action againstusfrom religious
denominations unacquainted with us
except from hearsay have been ac ¬
corded consideration and generally
acted upon Sixtyfive thousand
names appended to a document ask-
ing

¬

for an investigation of the Utah
situation before the Edmunds act
shouldjbe passedthe signatures of the
people directly jnterested were cast
aside as of no moment and the odious
law was pushedtits consummation

The Commissioners appointed under
the Edmunds law have grossly abused
the authority conferred upon them
and have extraordinary il
legal and usurped powers While
their sole duty under the law was
to appoint registration and election
officers and to canvass the returns
and issue certificates of election to
members of the Legislative Assembly
they have illegally assumed to exercise
important legislative and Judicial func ¬

tions
They officiouslyformulated an unau-

thorized
¬

and illegal expurgatory test
oathcovering the wholelife of the indi-
vidual

¬

and required each elector in the
Territory to take it before he could reg ¬
ister or vote and by their order the
names Of all persons who failed to take
this oath were Stricken from the regis-
try

¬
list They so constructed the test

oath that it could not be by any
person who had everlvedl polygamy-
or who cohabied than one
woman marriage relation-
but icould be and was taken by per¬

sol who cohabited with more than
man not in the marriape relation

thus disfranchising only Mormons-
and permitting nonMormon violators-
of the law to registerand vote

They have arbitrarily assumed to ex-
ercise

¬
legislative powers by the pro-

mulgation
¬

of rules and orders which
in effect materially changed the exist-
ing

¬

laws and excluded from the polls
thousands of legal voters who have
since been restored Jo the privileges of
electors by the decision of the Su-
preme

¬

Court of the United States
They have presuedo exercise the

highest order judicial authority Iby
declaringvoidtheactsoftheLegislatlve
Assembly of the Territory of Utah
which provide for the ele ton ot Ter¬

riorial officers and they e arbi ¬

and without authority law
forbidden and prevented the canvass
and retU any votes cast for these

the passage of the Ed¬
munds Jaw thus completely nullifying
and abrogating statutes of the Terri-
tory

¬

which have received the implied
sanction of Congress and have never
been pronounced invalid by the court1but which have been in
acted upon us valid laws for many
years

They have constituted themselves a
Supreme Tribunal for the determina-
tion

¬

of all matters in Territory
pertaining to election and the qualifi-
cations

¬

of their opinions-
and orders upon these subjects have
been regarded by their appointees as
the supreme law of the land

ney nave grossly aoused tneir au ¬

thority in the appointment ot registra ¬
tion officers by selecting for sucEposltions whenever possible only such
person as belong to the antiMor-
mon

¬

denying to the majority
party whose members comprise four
fifths of the population of the Terri ¬
tory representation among the regis ¬

trars And in the appointment of
Judges of election they have either re¬
fused the majority party any represen¬
tative at all or have only given it one of
the three Judges in each precinct

They have assumed to be charged as
the representatives of the Federal
Government here with the duty of
suppressing polygamy and have pre ¬
sumed to advise the President andCongress as to the kind of legislationthey deemed necessary for that pur-
pose

¬
recommending the most radical

and extreme measures thereby show ¬
ing themselves the pronounced ene ¬
mies of the Mormon people

We complain of the injustice done us
by the States officials sent to
execute the laws they have general ¬
ly allied themselves with sectarian
priests and political adventurerslend-mg their executive or judicial influ ¬
ence to foment local excitement and
degrade us in the estimation of people
abroad

The Governors of Utah possessing
absolute veto power have usually been
despotic in their ministerial acts

Governor Shaffer in 1870 forbade the
militiatmuster dri or assemble forIany purpose So was this I

carried into effect that the aid of Fed-
eral

¬
troops was invoked to prevent

marching of a
inSaltLake CIty in a PUb11cO itItion of the anniversaIndependence 7 Of A eebt

The present Governoracted the part petty tytflily
In his official hmessages

in his aridcontributions
in his public addresses

to the
he

prPOfJ
ha8ently misrepresented Persisttheaffairs in Utah and seized upone M

I opportunity to arouse
against POPUlareftt

He sought to defeat people
will of the the expeople by pressfdeclarin l

I
receiving 1357 votes elected anian
for Whom

I He endeavored
18568 votes were castr on

1

I
law to displace wihout authority

tfTerritory elected by thepS of

nointing
their places with men Woffj

He has accused us of a iinterest in educational
when a bill was passed by

matters b

Intnrw appropriating Our igmoney toa University he refused to sign itbuilding however
means advanced by private

was erected WIJ

stnds a monument to his citizen nd

Edmunds act
discontinuance of the

contemplates
Utah Con teslon so soon as the

ture should TeritorialLeila
registration and election officesthe lcalUaws but when a une
submitted to him providing forthisfull conformity to the Z llawand other acts of Congress hethe bill and thus continued thevete
missioners in office contrary to 5intention of Congresstotheannovan te
of the people of Utah and at greatexpense to the nation

The last Legislature passed aportioning the representation biap
Territory This bill was drawn tin iiaccordance with tne Governorsgeston but when it was presentj0

sue

his signature he treated jitwith contemptuous silence thus Insuiting the legislators and thewho elected them people

These and many other similarbrand him a despot unworthyact
govern among his fellowmen

The Edmunds Jaw which not onkprovides for the punishment of polv
amy but also cohabitation withmore than one woman whether lathemarriage relation or outside of it ismade to operate upon one class ofpeople onlythe Mormons and yetof the nonMormon class who transgress the law the name is legion

The paramour of mistresses andharlots secure from prosecution
walks the streets in open day v0United States official puts a spotter on his trail or makes an effort todrag his deeds of shame and guilt be ¬
fore judge and jury for investigation
and punishment But note the con ¬trast

In Utah Idaho and Arizona a con ¬

certed assault made upon the Mor ¬

mon people c

Spotters and spies dog theirfootsteps Delators thrust them-
selves

¬

into bedchambers and watchat windows Children are questioned
upon the streets as to the maritalrelations of their parents Families
are dragged before Commissioners and
grand juries and on pain of punishment
for contempt are compelled to testify
against their fathers and husbands
Modest women are made to answer
shamefully indecent questions as
sexual relations of men and tte
Attempts are made to bribe men to
work up cases against their neighbors
Notoriously disreputable characters
are employed to spy into mens family
relations

Contrary to good law persons ac-
cused

¬

of crime are esteemed guilty

unti they prove themselves innocent
burden ot proof rests upon the

accused instead of upon the accuser
Trial by jury in the Territories ino longer a safeguard against lairs
tice to a Mormon accused of crime
Accusation is equivalent to convic ¬

tion Juries are packed to convict and
if they fall to find a verdict against the
accused when he is a Mormon in-

sult
¬

and abuse are heaped upon
them by the antiMormon press
Men fearful of not obtaining justice
in the courts are avoiding arrests be ¬

lieving no fair and impartial trial can
be had under existinsr circumstances

There are persons in the community
who cqntractcd plural marriages before
there was any law against the practice
and who have not since entered into
such relations After the passage of
the Edmunds Act and out of defer ¬

ence to its requirements thev ceased
to cohabit with their plural wives
Such men have violated nd law and
yet they are harassed and prosecuted

In consequence of this crusade which
bears all the aspects of a religious pe-
rsecution

¬

business relations are di-
sturbed

¬

values of kind unsettled
neighborhoods a ever and alarmed
and property of the people generally
jeopardized It not only affects alleged
violators of the law but those who are
innocent of transgressing it It works
a hardship upon the entire community
upon the innocentawell as the guilty

The overwhelming majority of the

and but a small monogmit
suspected of violating the law In the
name of this great majority we prythat this unusual cruel and pariadministration of the law shall ceaejIf the conscience of the people
demand that the law be enforced let it
be enforced jn al the Territories Slid

in the District Columbia as well
in Utah upon Jew and Gentile as a1aunon the Moron
NThese are some of our grievances

I our protest
We protest unfair treatment

on the part aplnt general govern-
ment

¬

I

We protest agaiut a continuance of
I Territorial bondage subversive of the
rights of freemen and contrary to the
spirit of American institutions-

WeI protest against special legisla-
tion

¬

of popular prejudice
and religious interference

I
I

We protest against the conscience of
one class of citizens made thbeingI criterion by which to

I

I We protest against the tyrannY 01

I Federal officials and the continuance
in office of men who disgrace their po-

sitions
¬

and use their official powers aI a means of oppression-
WeI

I protest against the partial ad ¬

ministration of the slawteI
punishing of one class for practisio
their religion and exempting trora
prosecution the votaries and

crime
We protest against the breaking up I

I of family relations formed previous to
I

the passage of the Edmunds law ann
I the depriving of women and chilth0
I

I of the support and protection of teifathershusbandsI

We protest against the prosecutIon
of many of whom ue

I

anJerson who entered into int1
marriage before It was declard
crime and have never violated any

We resieCUUhlY ask for the appoInt-

ment by PresIdent of a comnuslon
to faIrly and thoroughly report

sftuation and pendIng itsUtah the conprotest againstwe solemnly
Qf thIs merciless cruade

tnuance


